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QUESTIONS! 

Some common questions that we have been fielding. If you have a brick wall 

question, submit to eacoadyDNA@yahoo.com to be included in future 

editions! 

Q: Looking for proof of birth? 

A: You can download the birth registration from the Historic Vital Statistics 

at the Nova Scotia Archives.  

A: Church records have baptism records – these can be viewed but not 

copied at both the NS Archives and Church of Latter-Day Saints Research 

Rooms. 

A: Library and Archives Canada (LAC) holds a small collection of church 

parish registers and other records related to births, baptisms, marriages, 

deaths and burials. Some are original records, and some are typed or 

handwritten transcripts. Others are microfilm copies of collections held in 

other institutions. https://www.canada.ca/en/library-

archives/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/birth-marriage-

death-records/parish.html  

“History remembers only the celebrated, genealogy 

remembers them all.” – Lawrence Overmire 

Q: Do records exist for the church in Churchville? 

A: There was a church near where the community center is located on the Irish Mountain Road until about 1846. Who was 

the minister? Did any records survive? 

WHERE TO START WITH DNA? 

Choosing a test: Unless testing for Y-DNA or MT-DNA the cheapest is often the best starting point! 

 Ancestry: a UK based company and has the largest autosomal database, does not support importing tests. A 

subscription is required to view trees from other members. Subscriptions can be monthly. User Friendly.  

 MyHeritage: a US based company. Autosomal tests can be ordered through the site. DNA site is user friendly. 

Subscription is required to view trees. Subscriptions are renewed annually. The tree without a subscription is 

limited to 250 people. Has a feature to compare segments on each chromosome.  

 Family Tree DNA (FTDNA): a Texas based company, has the option to test Autosomal, Y-DNA (Male line), or MT-

DNA (Female line). Site is not as user friendly as others. There are more technical features available. No 

subscription required. Test results can be imported. Trees can be linked from MyHeritage or Wiki Tree. 

 LivingDNA is a UK Based Company. Database is still small. Tests can be imported. User-friendly.   

DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

❖ 2pm Wednesday, April 8th 

Pictou County Roots 

Monthly Meeting. Guest 

Speaker from the 

Colchester Historium 

❖ For the Month of April, the 

scrapbooks of Mary 

(MacLeod) Sutherland will 

be on display in the 

Heritage Room.  

❖ 2pm Wednesday, May 13th 

Pictou County Roots 

Society Monthly Meeting   
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GENEALOGY À LA CARTE 

Related to the McGregor/MacGregor family from 

Pictou, Nova Scotia? These 19th-century letters may 

interest you 

Posted on February 5, 2026 by Gail Dever 

https://genealogyalacarte.ca/?page_id=16851  

The Angus L. Macdonald Library at St. Francis Xavier University in 

Antigonish, Nova Scotia has uploaded a new collection of 19th-century 

digitized letters that are available to view on the university’s website. 

(https://stfx.scholaris.ca/collections/6eab0e36-3b41-4e49-a962-

77b01f586193/search Scroll down the linked page to see the itemized 

letters.) 

This collection of letters, dating from 1805 to 1842, was donated to the 

Angus L. Macdonald Library by George and Elizabeth MacKenzie of 

Truro, Nova Scotia. 

George was a descendent of Malcolm McGregor, who had emigrated 

from Scotland to Pictou in 1801 with his wife Isobel and two children. 

As Malcolm and Isobel built a new life in Nova Scotia, friends and 

relatives in Scotland wrote letters conveying family news (marriages, 

births and deaths) and updates on everyday life. 

The letters also describe general social and economic conditions in 

Scotland. Britain experienced economic challenges after the 

Napoleonic wars, and this is reflected in the frequent descriptions of 

low prices for livestock, high rents, and the constant threat of losing 

one’s tenancy, which would leave a family homeless and destitute. 

There are requests in these letters for financial assistance, and several family members seek advice about 

emigrating to Nova Scotia. The letters portray the struggles which led many Scottish Highlanders to leave their 

homeland and undergo the difficult journey to Canada, but also the hope they had to find more independence 

and security. 

For example, a letter from John Menzies to John McGregor in 1805, informing John McGregor of the death of 

his brother, Robert McGregor, provides a state of account, funeral charges, and the distribution of his deceased 

brother’s belongings. 

The letter writers and names mentioned include John McGregor/MacGregor, Donald McGregor, John 

Menzies, and Christian Campbell. 

Transcriptions 

The letters have been transcribed and encoded, with permission, by students, along with two librarians. Unfortunately, the 

transcripts have not been posted online. Instead, one must contact Dr. Estill (https://www.stfx.ca/faculty-staff/laura-

estill)to request a transcription of a letter. 

 

Addressed enclosure of a letter from 
John MacGregor to Malcolm 
MacGregor, dated May 8, 1818. 
Source: McGregor Family Letters 
Collection, St. Francis Xavier 
University. 

Contact Us 

Pictou County Roots Society 

In the New Glasgow Branch of the 

Pictou – Antigonish Regional 

Library 

https://www.pictoucountyroots.ca/ 

 

 
Gail Denver  

Author of the blog GENEALOGY À LA 

CARTE https://genealogyalacarte.ca/  
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A collection of scrapbooks from the late Mary Sutherland (nee MacLeod) were donated to the Pictou-Antigonish Regional 

Library. The scrapbooks will be on display in the Heritage Room for the month of April. Here is a sample of one of the 

pages. Mary was born in Blue Mountain and lived in Rossfield with her husband Donald Sutherland. When the books are 

not on display, contact Library Staff to view.  

 


